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10300 14 Mile Rd, Rockford, MI. 49341.  754.5679 Fax 754.0989    Office Hours Monday thru Friday 8-12 noon, also 1-5pm on Wednesday 

 
From the Supervisor:  

 
  I would like to start my part of the 

news letter by thanking Linda Matz, Brad 
Kelley and Darcia Kelley for their service to 
Oakfield Township as Township Board 
Members over the past years. Linda Matz 
resigned her post as Township Clerk for 
health reasons this past August, Brad and 

Darcia resigned their post as board Trustees in October because 
they moved out of Oakfield Township. With that being said I would 
like to welcome Brooke Mauric the new Oakfield Township Clerk as 
she was appointed by the Township Board in August to fill the 
vacancy in the Clerks office and I would also like to welcome Chad 
Sowerby and Bryan Porter as they were appointed by the Township 
Board at the November meeting to fill the two vacant Trustees post 
on the Township Board. I would also like to thank the residents of 
the Township who took the time to apply and interview for these 
positions. We also have a new secretary at the front desk and I 
would like to welcome Karen Bileth to the position of Township 
Secretary. 

     Now for the subject of roads, the Township overlaid 6.9 miles 
of gravel roads with Limestone gravel this past summer at a cost of 
$212,384.48 our gravel program is going well in the Township and 
we hope to complete the overlay of all the gravel roads within the 
next two years. 

     I do have some bad news during the last few days of October 
I noticed paint bubbles on the water tank of the Fire Department 

Tanker when I popped the paint bubbles water ran out, we drained 
the tank and inspected the inside of the tank only to find that the 
tank is in very bad shape and needs to be replaced. I spent the next 
week investigating prices of new tanks and came to the conclusion 
that putting a new tank that would cost $59,000.00 on the old 1985 
truck was not the way to go, so we started looking for a new truck 
and tank. We spent the next three weeks making phone calls and a 
great number of hours on the web site looking for trucks and test 
driving trucks trying to get the best truck and tank for the money 
and we found it the Township has purchased a 2007 Mack truck 
from Michigan Truck & Equipment in Grand Rapids Michigan and we 
have contracted with Burch Tank & Truck in Mt Pleasant to build a 
new Stainless Steel Tank and body at a total cost of $139,452.53. 
The good news is we had the funds on hand for this unexpected 
purchase and did not have to borrow the money, fiscal 
responsibility pays off again. The expected delivery date for the 
truck is March 1, 2012, have a Merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year. 

 
Oakfield Township Supervisor 
 
Greg Dean 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

The Treasurer’s Desk:  
  

Winter is here and time to send tax 
bills once again. 

We are often asked: 
 
1) Do we accept credit 

card/debit card payments?  
NO. 

We accept cash (but do not recommend it), check or 
money order payments. 

 
2) Do we accept payments after the late date if the envelope is 

post marked on or before February 14th?   We DO NOT accept 
post marks, and if we do not receive payment by the due 
date it will be a late payment. 

 
THERE ARE A FEW IMPORTANT THINGS TO CHECK FOR AS SOON 

AS POSSIBLE AFTER YOU RECEIVE YOUR TAX BILL. 
 
ESCROW ACCOUNTS FOR TAXES 
If your taxes are paid from an escrow account, your copy of the 

tax bill should state in the “Escrow Information” section that your 
bill has been sent to your loan company, or the Tax Service that 
services your loan company.  If this message does not appear on 
your tax bill you are responsible for paying.  You should contact 
your mortgage holder and resolve the problem.  In some cases a 
mortgage company hires a tax service to handle the payment of 
their escrow accounts.  If the mortgage company listed on your bill 
is not correct, please contact your lender to confirm if your account 
is being serviced by a tax service. 

 
 
 

PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE EXEMPTION 
Look in the top section of your bill under “Tax Detail” to verify 

you have the 100% Principal Res. Exemption.  If you qualify, and the 
exemption is in place, the tax detail portion of your bill will state 
“Principal Res. Exemption % 100.0000”. 

By State of Michigan standards, you must own and occupy your 
home on or before May 1st of the current year and it must be the 
only property for which you have filed.  If you think you qualify for a 
principal residence exemption, and don’t have it, please contact our 
assessor, Marla, at 754-5679.  The exemption reduces the School 
Operating Tax for Cedar Springs and Rockford School Districts on 
the summer bill and reduces the School Operating Tax for 
Greenville, Belding and Rockford School Districts on the winter bill. 

 
REVIEW YOUR TAX BILL FOR ACCURACY 
We would again encourage you to read and review your bill for 

accuracy.  Is your name and address correct?  Is your principal 
residence exemption up to date?  If you have moved and still own 
the property, please notify the Township of your change of address.  
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE TAXES EVEN THOUGH YOU DON’T 
RECEIVE THE BILL BECAUSE OF A WRONG MAILING ADDRESS.  We 
strive to keep all information current, but with continued activity of 
sales, building and parcel splits, errors can occur.  Some changes 
take time to clear through the system so if you have a question on 
your parcel, please call our office for conformation of status. 

 
IF YOU WANT A RECEIPT PLEASE ENCLOSE BOTH PORTIONS OF 

THE TAX BILL WITH YOUR CHECK AND A STAMPED, SELF-
ADDRESSED ENVELOPE.  WE WILL RETURN THE TOP PORTION. 

 
**If you find any discrepancies on the bill or have any 

questions, please contact us immediately.  The phone number is 
(616) 754-5679. 

 

 



 

THE LAST DAY TO PAY TAXES WITHOUT A PENALTY IS 
FEBRUARY 14th, 2012.   

 
 We hope your winter is safe and holidays are happy. 
      Larry and Karen 
 

 
Clerk’s Corner: 
 
 2012 is going to be a big year for 
elections. On February 28th, a 
Presidential Primary, on August 7th, a 
State Primary, and on November 6th, a 

State General Election, I hope to see a great turnout at the polls! 
 At the Presidential Primary on February 28th, you will have 
to choose either a Democratic or Republican ballot. If there are 
proposals on the ballot, there will be a separate proposal ballot. 

• If you need an absentee ballot please call my office 
at 616-754-5679.  

 
It has been a busy few months. I have been learning a lot 

working for Oakfield Township and I really enjoy it. I would like to 
thank Linda Matz for all of her guidance. She has been extremely 
helpful.  
 
We wish everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

                                                       Brooke and Patti 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Fire Department: 

 
Merry Christmas from Chief Riker 
 
We are coming to the season 

where we start to close our house up for the winter. While we are 
doing this we need to check a few things.  

 
• Did I check the batteries in the Carbon Monoxide Detector? 
• Have I checked the batteries in the Smoke Detector? 
• Have I checked to see if the chimney is cleaned? 
• Did I get the furnace checked and are the filters cleaned? 
• Did I check the fire extinguisher to make sure it is charged?  
 
To help us out this winter, be sure that the sidewalks are clear 

from ice and snow if possible. Because it would be bad if we came 
to your house for an emergency and slipped on the ice or worse yet 
we are carrying you out of the house and we fall. I think we all know 
what will happen next! 

 
With that said… please have a safe and warm winter 
 
Chief Riker 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 Assessor’s Desk:    
   

 The State of Michigan has set the 2012 
CPI at 1.027 which is an increase in taxable 
value of 2.7 %.  The Residential 
Assessments for 2012 will be decreasing by 

4%, Commercial will be decreasing by about 8% and Agricultural will 
be decreasing about 2%.   

   Please check your Tax Bill for correct spelling, addresses and 
legal descriptions.  

   Property values are not decreasing as much as in past years; 
the market is starting to level off and will hopefully improve over 
the next few years.  

   When a property is purchased at a discounted rate, either 
from a Bank, Mortgage Co., or short sale, the buyer should beware 
that the assessed value will not be lowered to Sale Price. 

The equalization process does not allow Assessors to lower or 
raise values to Sale price. The taxes that you will be paying could be 
higher than the previous owner.  Please check with the township 
before you purchase property to find out the future taxes. 

 
Happy Holidays 
 
Marla M. Platt, Assessor 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Oakfield Township 
10300 14 Mile Road 
Rockford, MI. 49341 
Phone: 616-754-5679 

Fax: 616-754-0989 
Web Site: oakfieldtwp.org 

 
Oakfield Township Board of Trustees: 

William Greg Dean, Supervisor 
Brooke V. Mauric, Clerk 
Larry Parker, Treasurer 

Trustees: Roger Mason, Bryan Porter, Ken Rittersdorf, and  
Chad Sowerby 

 
Assessor- Marla Platt 

8 am – 12 pm Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
Also 1-pm to 5 pm Wednesday 

 
Zoning Administrator 

5:30 to 7:00 pm Tuesday 
5:30 to 7:00 pm Thursday 

Saturday by appointment 
 

Building Inspector- P.C.I. 
8:30 am to 10:30 Tuesday and Thursday 

 
Fire Chief- Don Riker 

8 am – 12 pm Monday – Friday 
Burn Permits: Fire Barn 754-5122 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

MEETING SCHEDULE: 
 

Township Board of Trustees: 
7:30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday of each month 

 
 

Planning Commission: 
7:30 p.m. 3rd Tuesday; March, June, September, December 

Additionally if needed. 
 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals: 
7:30 p.m. 3rd Wednesday of each month (as needed) 

 

 



 

 
 
 



 

 


